Audio Books at the Bishop Feehan High School Library
The titles listed below are available as CD’s and as mp3 audio books known as Playaways.  Playaway devices contain only the content from the recorded book and operate similar to any other digital player, using fast-forward, rewind, play, and pause controls.  Users may also adjust the playing speed to be faster or slower depending on your needs.  These items are checked out for two weeks and you may ask a librarian to renew them.

Core Content:

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 2008. 
Audio.

Elizabeth Bennett is the second eldest of five daughters to her landowner father Mr. Bennett.  Set in the 19th century, this novel follows Elizabeth as she navigates through the complicated maze of manners, etiquette, and laws of this period in English history.  Marriage is the goal for daughters, as they may not inherit property directly.  Parents want to arrange alliances for their daughters with the wealthiest suitors possible so that their girls will live good and comfortable lives.  Mr. Darcy is one such suitor, initially detested by Elizabeth for his proud and aristocratic ways, yet he shows Elizabeth that one must reserve judgment to discern a man’s true character.

Cormier, Robert. The Chocolate War. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 
2008. Audio.


“Do I dare disturb the universe?” student Jerry Renault asks himself.  His refusal to sell chocolates for the annual school fundraiser, his public stand in support of ethical principles, turns into a key event that transforms the entire school.  Controversial issues such as bullying and abuse of power, both by students and teachers, are explored in this novel.  Ultimately the novel explores the cost of standing up for ideals and whether it is worth the heavy price.
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 
2009. Audio.


Nick Carraway, Midwesterner and cousin to character Daisy Buchanan, takes the reader on a journey through the Jazz Age in the Hamptons and New York City.  The disillusionment and gluttony of the wealthy, the vanity and shallowness of their lives, is explored through the characters of Jay Gatsby, Tom and Daisy Buchanan.  Even solid Nick, the representative of the hardworking, pragmatic Midwesterner, changes as a result of his seduction into the carefree, hedonistic life of the New York wealthy. Ultimately tragedy strikes and Nick decides to leave the moral corruption of the East Coast and return to the Midwest.  The greater implication of this story is the failure of the American Dream, that the singular, individualistic pursuit of wealth has undermined the American principles of freedom and prosperity for all.

Gaines, Ernest J.  A Lesson Before Dying.  New York: Random House 
Audiobooks, 
1997. Audio.


The lives of two black men from the south intersect when one of them is convicted of murder and sentenced to death, even though he is innocent.  Jefferson is a simple-minded man who is at the wrong place at the wrong time and suffers dearly for his lack of discernment. Grant Wiggins is a black man who left this small Louisiana community to pursue an education and returned to work as a teacher in a local school.  Reluctant to become involved in Jefferson’s case, Grant is eventually persuaded to visit the young man in jail to help him realize the greater significance of his role as a persecuted black man in the south.  Jefferson becomes a Christ like figure for his community, whose people who have suffered over a century of subjugation by whites.  Grant encourages Jefferson to write down his thoughts, to recognize the importance of his role in the community, and to claim his dignity.
Golding, William. Lord of the Flies. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 2007. 
Audio.


British schoolboys evacuated by plane during the war crash land on a remote tropical island.   Left to their own devices without adult supervision and guidance, the boys initially fall into an organized society to survive.  However, as time goes by, the boys begin to vie for power and become more sadistic and animalistic in their actions.  By the time of their rescue, several boys have died, and the remaining boys have degraded into fierce savagery.  This novel explores adolescent competition, basic urges of human nature and what might happen if children were to rule the world.
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter. Chagrin Falls, Ohio: Findaway World, 
2006. Audio.


Set in Puritan New England, this morality tale explores the timeless themes of adultery, revenge, obsession, and hypocrisy.  Hester Prynne, thought to be a widow, has a relationship with young preacher Arthur Dimmesdale and becomes pregnant.  Forced to wear a scarlet “A” on her garments as a reminder to all that she is a sinner and an outcast from Puritan society, Hester must bear censure from her fellow villagers.  Her husband, Roger Chillingworth, returns in secret and persecutes Hester and Arthur.  Eventually the strain of guilt and sin kill Arthur, Roger deteriorates morally because of his singular obsession with revenge, and Hester plans to leave with her daughter Pearl for a better life in Europe. 
Kidd, Sue Monk. The Secret Life of Bees. New York: Penguin Audio, 2002. Audio.


Set against the backdrop of the Civil Rights movement in the south in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees, details the flight of a young white girl Lily and her black housekeeper Rosaleen to Tiburon, South Carolina.  Lily is fleeing her neglectful and abusive father and painful memories of her mother.  Rosaleen is fleeing the consequences of defending her right to vote, consequences which could leave her dead in a racist south.  Guided by the image of a black Madonna Lily found among her mother’s belongings, the two women are led to an unusual harbor of calm and nurturing at the Black Madonna Honey farm, a farm run by three black sisters.  Lily confronts her emotional turmoil as she works on the farm and feels a sense of purpose and happiness for the first time in her life. 

Orwell, George. Animal Farm. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 2008. 
Audio.


Inspired by the dream of the deceased boar Old Major, three younger pigs named Snowball, Napoleon, and Squealer create a new way of thinking called Animalism.  They manage to get the support of the other animals to revolt and drive Farmer Jones, their human owner, from Manor Farm, renaming it Animal Farm.  Eventually Snowball and Napoleon disagree on the vision of the animal community and Napoleon drives away Snowball.  Napoleon increasingly takes on more humanlike qualities and his fellow pigs become superior to the other animals, leaving the other farm animals feeling exploited, just like the human working class.

Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Chagrin Falls, Ohio: Findaway World, LLC., 
2008. Audio.


The tragedy opens with the ghost of Hamlet’s father, King Hamlet, commanding his son to exact revenge on his murderer, Claudius.  Claudius is the brother of the dead king, uncle to young Hamlet, and now married to Hamlet’s mother Queen Gertrude. The task of killing Claudius weighs heavily on Hamlet’s mind and his melancholy and strange behavior concern his family and friends.  Hamlet contemplates suicide and embodies the unsettled, restless, and anxious spirit of Denmark during this time of transition of power. 

Shakespeare, William. Macbeth. New York: Caedmon Audio, 1996. Audio.


Macbeth is a general in the Scottish army.  After a victorious battle, he and another general Banquo come upon three witches who prophecy that Macbeth will become a thane (Scottish lord) and eventually King of Scotland while Banquo will produce heirs that will be king.  Once Macbeth tells his wife, Lady Macbeth, about the prophecy, she is bent on a singular pursuit of its fulfillment and corrupts her husband in the process.  Macbeth is another of Shakespeare’s tragedies and is filled with murder, intrigue, and moral degradation.
Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft. Frankenstein. Falls Church, VA: Sound Room 
Publications, 2002. Audio.


This story is told in the form of letters that a sea captain, Robert Walton, writes to his sister, telling her about his rescue of Victor Frankenstein and the tale Frankenstein has to tell.  During his studies at university, Frankenstein created a living being out of the body parts of dead people.  Horrified by his own creation, he rejects it and runs away from the monster.  For the rest of his life, Victor alternates between pursuing his creation and being victimized by it: the murder of his brother and a friend.  Eventually he encounters the monster and the monster demands that Victor make him a companion, a wife.  Initially Victor agrees but then is horrified by this other creation and attempts to destroy her.  The monster is further angered by Victor’s action and is determined to take revenge on Victor on his wedding night.  Again Victor pursues his monster, determined to catch him and destroy him. Moving further northward, Victor eventually catches up with the monster until the sea and glacial ice separate the two and the man is rescued by the narrator, Captain Walton.  When Victor dies on the voyage, Walton discovers that the monster is on the ship.

Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 2010. 
Audio.


George and Lennie are migrant farm workers in post-Depression California.  They have a close friendship and share an American Dream of having their own farm.  George is protective of his friend Lennie, a gentle giant who is intellectually impaired, and ultimately provides a merciful solution when Lennie inadvertently commits murder.

Twain, Mark.  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Solon, Ohio: Playaway 
Digital Audio, 2010. Audio.


Huckleberry Finn, a poor white Southerner, and his friend Jim, a runaway slave, travel the Mississippi and encounter people who embody the stereotypes of the Antebellum South. One of the first books to be written entirely in vernacular, or common dialect, Huckleberry Finn has remained popular and controversial because of the racist situations and language.  However, Huck and Jim symbolize for many the dream of freedom and escape as they wander from town to town and survive on their wits alone.
Popular Titles:
Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 
2008. Audio.


The Hunger Games are a deadly tournament in which a boy and a girl from each one of the twelve districts of post-apocalyptic Panem compete to survive manufactured horrors and each other as they fight to the death in a large arena.  This ultimate reality TV show is broadcast to the people of Panem and they are required to watch the carnage unfold as a reminder of the price of rebellion.  These games were established as punishment for the rebellion of the District Thirteen, a district that has been supposedly destroyed by the Capital.  Katniss, a young girl from District Twelve, a poor mining district, takes the place of her younger sister Prim when Prim’s name is drawn as the girl tribute for their district.  From the beginning, levelheaded, pragmatic, and calculating Katniss wins the hearts and support of the people across the districts as she competes in the Hunger Games along with Peeta, a kind and artistic boy from her district. Only one tribute can survive, but Katniss  has never been one to follow rules.
Lore, Pittacus. I am Number Four. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 2010. 
Audio.


The planet Lorien was defeated and destroyed by the Mogadorians and only nine children escaped along with their guardians to planet Earth.  The Mogadorians are bent on obliterating the Loriens and are systematically murdering the surviving children.  The children have been named sequentially from Number One through Number Nine and so far, Numbers One, Two, and Three have been killed.  Number Four, disguised as John Smith, is living as a normal teen in Paradise, Ohio. In order to survive and protect his human friends, he must tap into his extraordinary powers to fight the Mogadorians.  This book is the first in a series.
Murphy, Jim. A Savage Thunder: Antietam and the Bloody road to Freedom. 
Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 2009. Audio.


Murphy constructs a compelling narrative about the horrific 1862 Battle of Antietam, the deadliest battle in the Civil War. Using primary source documents, photographs, and maps, Murphy brings the conflict to life, letting readers glimpse the events that led Abraham Lincoln to sign the Emancipation Proclamation. Murphy presents factual information in an entertaining and engaging manner.
Ness, Patrick. The Knife of Never Letting Go. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital 
Audio, 2009. Audio.


Todd Hewitt escapes his settlement on a planet where all the women have been killed and the men have been infected by a virus that makes all of their thoughts audible.  These audible thoughts, called Noise, are overwhelming but Todd discovers a hole in the Noise, a place of quiet, and he begins to unearth other secrets.  A mad preacher pursues him as he flees the contrived settlement.  This book is the first in the Chaos Walking trilogy.
Stiefvater, Maggie. Shiver. Solon, Ohio: Playaway Digital Audio, 2009. Audio.

Seventeen year-old Grace loves the woods that surround her home.  In the woods she sees a wolf with yellow eyes and he fascinates her.  Their fates become intertwined when she discovers that this wolf takes the human shape of a young man.  The two fall in love. As winter approaches, they must come to terms with the reality that he will turn back into a wolf. This book is the first in the Wolves of Mercy Falls series.
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