General Information on the Senior Final Theology Exam
1.  Why is there a comprehensive and common Theology exam for seniors at BFHS?

     We, your theology teachers, wish to assess the faith/theological knowledge that you have acquired over your high school career. A goal of the theology curriculum is that you have a solid understanding of Catholic Christianity.  You are transitioning to a bigger world with many different viewpoints and opinions, the diversity that you will experience, can be different from and even opposed to the Catholic Christian teaching and lifestyle. Our mandate as theology teachers is that you be prepared to live a life with and for God. 

     This is the third year that seniors have been required to take such an exam. You will note that the questions are built around some of the most essential truths of the Catholic faith.  As a department, we have, under the direction of the Superintendent of Catholic Schools, been working on the creation of common exams to insure that students graduating from Bishop Feehan have acquired a proficiency in their faith knowledge. This Senior Final Theology Exam is the culmination in this process.  You will note that this senior final exam is both academic and pastoral in its approach.  We realize that it is important for you to not only know the essential truths of the Catholic faith, but to also be apply to integrate them into your lived experiences.  The areas that you are being tested on cover a broad range of topics, some of which were introduced in your Freshmen year of study and then revisited elsewhere in your theological studies over the years.  
2.  When and where will the exam take place?

     All seniors will take the exam on Monday April 7th – ( X and B)  9:35- 11:15 in classrooms to be announced.

3. What is on this exam?

     All questions for this exam, exam rubric and general instructions and resources have been posted to Edline and the Bishop Feehan website. It is expected that students use these questions to prepare ahead of time for this exam.  To locate this information at the BFHS website, click on “Academics”, go to “Academic Resources” and click on “Sr. Theology Comprehensive Final Exam”. 
4.  Will I be required to take a final exam in my current Theology Elective?

     There will be no other theology exam in your current 2nd Semester theology elective. This comprehensive exam stands in place of the traditional 4th quarter final semester exam.  Your final theology 2nd Semester grade will be determined in the following manner.  

40% 3rd quarter grade

40% 4th quarter grade

20% Senior Final Theology Exam

It is important that you will do well on this final exam, and take it seriously, as it is weighted 20% of your overall 2nd Semester Theology Final Average.

5.   How and when will I know the results of the Theology Final Exam?

     You will be informed of the results of your theology final in your theology class, following Spring vacation.
6. How do I prepare for the Theology Final Exam?

     Look over the questions ahead of time. Determine what you already seem to have a firm grasp on.  For those questions which you feel weak on, use the posted resources to assist you.  Your 1st Semester Social Justice text is an excellent resource for the questions on Catholic Social Teaching, and the Life issues.  To assist you we have gathered numerous other on-line resources that we would like to recommend to you.  These can be found below.  Additionally, theology teachers are available after school should you want extra help.  All senior theology teachers will spend part of each class for one week reviewing for this exam, and allowing students to ask any questions they might have.
7.  Is there a follow-up to this exam?

     Each theology teacher will sit with their classes to review the general results of this exam, paying particular attention to any areas students were found to be weak in. Teachers will revisit these areas to help students come to fuller understanding of the essential truths of the Catholic Church before graduation. Additionally, the theology department will be sponsoring a morning of reflection on April 28, 2008 for all seniors.  The purpose of this morning of reflection will be to prayerfully reflect upon the central themes of our faith in a more pastoral way. It is additionally hoped that this morning of reflection will help seniors to transition successfully to their post-high school careers. 
8.  Recommended Resources:

Access the on-line New American Bible at US Catholic Conference of Bishops website, Or use your Catholic Youth Bible published by St. Mary’s Press

 http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/  

Access the Catechism of the Catholic Church on-line, also at the US Catholic Conference of Bishops website, to find answers to questions you might have about what the Church teaches about sacraments, morality, scripture etc…
http://www.usccb.org/catechism/text/index.htm
Access important documents of the Catholic Church by going to the Vatican’s website.
www.vatican.va, click on “Holy See/English” and navigate from there. 

Articles of Interest: 


The following are examples of the type of articles you can access by going to St. Anthony’s Press website.  This is the same website that publishes the Catholic Updates that you often receive in your parishes.  Here you will find a variety of excellent articles.  Below is just a sampling.  To locate other articles go to

www.americancatholic.org,  type in right hand box marked “find articles” the subject of your search…ex: sacraments.

Samples On-line Articles:
· “Holy People Walk the Talk, Christian Morality: The Faith Lived” by Carol Ann Morrow, published by St. Anthony’s Press http://www.americancatholic.org/Messenger/Feb2007/Feature1.asp
· “The Promise of Resurrection” by the editors of America, published by America
http://www.catholicweb.com/media_index.cfm?fuseaction=view_article&partnerid=26&article_id=2595
· “What are Sacraments?” by Dr. Joseph Martos, a Catholic Update article. 
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/ac0895.asp
· “Sacraments and More” by Thomas Groome,  Everyday Catholic article.
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/EDC/ag0606.asp
· “Jesus on Justice: A Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness” by Virginia Smith, an Update Your Faith article published by American Catholic.

   
http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/SFS/an0205.asp
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