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August 2011
Dear Senior Parents,

I would like to take this time to write to you with regards to your son/daughter’s senior year and how together we can make this a rewarding, productive year. The college application process can be mind-boggling and a very anxious time. The Guidance Department is here to assist you in whatever way we can in order to streamline the process. I would like to outline the program that we have here at Bishop Feehan.

All college applications will be processed or mailed from the Bishop Feehan Guidance Office depending on the type of application the student wishes to use. We will be adopting a new format this year with regards to the application process. 
COMMON APPLICATION
Many students avail themselves of the Common Application as a means of applying to a number of colleges using the same application. If a student chooses to use the Common Application all of the student’s supporting materials (grades, recommendations and transcript) will be transmitted online from Bishop Feehan using the Common Application website which will then in turn forward the information to the respective colleges to which the student has designated on their form. As more and more students are applying online using the Common Application, we in the Guidance Department have adopted this procedure. If a student chooses this venue, a one time fee of $10.00 will be assessed for this process. 
SPECIFIC COLLEGE
Many students also use a specific college application generic to the college or university. If a student chooses to apply to a college/university via this format they are responsible for bringing to their individual counselor the application, application fee, addressed 10x13 envelope and postage (4 stamps). The counselor will then assemble the materials and mail them from Bishop Feehan along with a return postcard which allows us to track the application and its arrival at the college/university. There is a $3.00 fee for each of these specific applications. 
It is important for students and parents to be aware of college application deadlines and to leave the counselor sufficient time, 2 weeks, to peruse the material and attach supporting documentation if necessary. 
SAT/ACT SCORES
Bishop Feehan High School no longer releases SAT/ACT test scores as part of the student transcript. It is the responsibility of the individual student to contact the testing agencies to release student’s scores to the respective colleges/universities. 
COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCEDURES
1. Bring the appropriate information to your guidance counselor with either the Green(Common Application) or Yellow (Specific College) college application checklist. These forms are available in guidance and online at the Bishop Feehan website. 
2. Specific college/university applications must be accompanied with a check for the admissions fee, a 10x13 addressed envelope and enough postage for mailing (we recommend 4 stamps per envelope).

3. There is a one time $10.00 fee for a student using the Common Application and a $3.00 per application fee for students using the specific college application. (Checks should be made payable to Bishop Feehan High School).
4. Those applications mailed from Bishop Feehan are mailed with a return postcard which allows us to track the application and its arrival at the college/university.

5. We ask students and parents to be aware of deadlines and to leave time for the counselors to peruse the material and attach supporting documentation. Counselors need 2 weeks notice before the actual college application deadline.

Some students/parents avail themselves to outside independent college counselors but in all cases all records, applications, etc. must be processed through the counselors at Bishop Feehan.

If you follow the above procedures, it will facilitate matters and there will be no delay in the process of sending student materials to the colleges.

COLLEGE VISIT POLICY
We cannot express the importance of the college visitation to get a physical picture of the school. Students can get a feeling if this is the place they want to spend the next four years. The policy of Bishop Feehan is that a student may have three absences for college visits. The procedure is to notify Mr. Svendsen, Vice Principal of Student Life, of the absence/visit forty-eight hours in advance with a written note. The note needs to be signed by the student’s counselor prior to giving it to Mr. Svendsen.  Upon the students return to school, they must also bring in a note and/or a letter on college letterhead from the school they were visiting, explaining their absence. Otherwise it will be treated as an unexcused absence.

We look forward to working with you this year. There will be a College Information Night for seniors and parents on October 4, 2011 at 7:30 in the school cafeteria.  Do not hesitate to contact your son/daughter’s counselor at 508 222-6073 to answer questions or to set up an appointment.
Note: This information is also available on our website.
Sincerely,

Rhonda Laliberte
Guidance Director

